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The social sciences, aka the human or behavioural sciences, raise questions of special interest in the
philosophy of science. If the philosophy of science deals with the epistemology, metaphysics, and
methodology of science in general, the philosophy of the social sciences deals with epistemological,
metaphysical, and methodological questions that are unique to the sciences in which humans are both
researches and objects of research. We will ask what distinguishes, if any, the social sciences from other
sciences, and what the implications are of the differences between the sciences, insofar as they exist, to the
knowledge that the social sciences generate. We will ask what the relations are between representations in
the social sciences and the truth, examine their assumptions about human nature and human rationality,
and discuss the mutual relations between the social sciences and the culture and society in which the
operate. The course consists of classic and contemporary readings on these fundamental issues from a
variety of philosophical traditions.
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Kuhn, Thomas. S. 2000. The Natural and the Human Sciences. In The Road since Structure: Philosophical
Essays 1970-1993, with an Autobiographical Interview, eds. James Conant and John Haugeland, 216-223.
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.
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Mclntyre, Lee C. 1996. Laws and Explanation in the Social Sciences: Defending a Science of Human
Behavior. Ch.2: Fundamental Objections to Social Scientific Laws, 15-52. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.
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MclIntyre, Lee C. 1996. Laws and Explanation in the Social Sciences: Defending a Science of Human
Behavior. Ch.3: Practical Objections to Social Scientific Laws, 53-82. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.
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Emmet, Dorothy. 1972. Function, Purpose and Powers: Some Concepts in the Study of Individuals and
Societies. Ch. 4: Social Function, 71-103. London: Macmillan.
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Pettit, Philip. 2014. Three Issues in Social Ontology. In Rethinking the Individualism-Holism Debate:
Essays in the Philosophy of Social Science, eds. Julie Zahle and Finn Collin, 77-96. Dordrecht: Springer.
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Searle, John R. 1998. Mind, Language and Society: Philosophy in the Real World. Ch. 5: The Structure of
the Social Universe: How the Mind Creates an Objective Social Reality, 111-134. New York: Basic Books.
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Hacking, Ian. 1999. The Social Construction of What? Ch. 4: Madness. Biological or Constructed, 100-124.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
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England, Paula. 1993. The Separative Self: Androcentric Bias in Neoclassical Assumptions. In Beyond
Economic Man: Feminist Theory and Economics, edited by Marianne A. Ferber and Julie A. Nelson,
37-53. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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